
Bible Reading Plan
Luke 23:26 - 24:53
Day 1 |  Luke 23:26-43
Day 2 | Luke 23:44-56
Day 3 | Luke 24:1-12
Day 4 | Luke 24:13-35
Day 5 | Luke 24:36-53

 During this trimester we were focusing on the concept of Hospitality.  Much of the 
ministry of Jesus occurred in homes and around tables. We, as His body/His Church, need 
to follow his lead and create space for those around us, showing them God’s love by treating 
them as guests in our homes, as people valued by God and deeply loved by us. 
 This week, we concluded our series “The Hospitable Leader: How to Lead in 
Inhospitable Places,” where we learned about leadership through the lens of hospitality. With 
the close of this series, we will pause the devotionals until the beginning of the next trimester 
in the New Year. Have a blessed Christmas season!

Luke 24:13-32 (NIV) 

13 Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles 
from Jerusalem. 14 They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. 
15 As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked 
along with them; 16 but they were kept from recognizing him.17 He asked them, “What are 
you discussing together as you walk along?” They stood still, their faces downcast. 18 One of 
them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the only one visiting Jerusalem who does not know 
the things that have happened there in these days?”19 “What things?” he asked.“ About Jesus 
of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all 
the people. 20 The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, 
and they crucified him; 21 but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem 
Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. 22 In addition, some of 
our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning 23 but didn’t find his body. 
They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. 24 Then 
some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they 
did not see Jesus.” 25 He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that 
the prophets have spoken! 26 Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter 
his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was 
said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.28 As they approached the village to which they 
were going, Jesus continued on as if he were going farther. 29 But they urged him strongly,

DECEMBER 11-17

“Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them. 
30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give 
it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from 
their sight. 32 They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked 
with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?” 

Excerpt from “A Meal With Jesus” (p. 127)  

 “One of our problems is that we know the end of the Emmaus story so well. We 
know that Jesus is risen. So we find it hard to enter into the disappointment and grief of 
these disciples. “We had hoped,” they say (Luke 24:21). Yet many people today are following 
their own version of the Emmaus road. They’re walking away from hope. They’re walking in 
disappointment. For many this involves walking away from the church. 
 Christ doesn’t begin with a resurrection pronouncement. He begins with a question: 
‘What is this conversation that you are holding with each other as you walk?’… (Luke 24:17). 
He gives them space to tell their story, to share their pain, to speak their disappointment. 
Luke captures the drama of it: They’re walking, but they have to stop before they can begin. 
 We need to begin our interaction with people with a question much more often than 
we do. Only as we enter into their stories, their hopes, and their disappointments will our 
message connect and have meaning. We mustn’t fear others’ pain or hide our own, for Christ 
is with us even if we don’t always recognize him.” 

Beginning with People
 

Hospitality begins with people and is about putting others first. It is about love. Jesus cared 
about real people with real lives and real problems. Even though he came to resolve the 
ultimate problem of our sin, he still cares about our day-to-day problems as well. He expressed 
interest and really listened to people because he really did care. True hospitality provides a 
place for this to happen. It provides a place to stop and get to know people, to really listen. It 
provides a place to ask them questions, to hear their stories of happiness and heartache. When 
you listen well, this can provide a context for sharing hope in ways that really connect with 
someone’s story. Hopefully you also find that then people want to hear your story as well and 
you get the opportunity to share how Jesus became and remains a part of your life. Meals can 
provide a great place for this to happen. Who can you invite over for a meal this Christmas 
season? What questions could you ask them? 

Prayer for the week 

Almighty God, I pause this moment to say thank you for caring about me and loving me. 
Thank you for caring about my day-to-day life, my hopes and disappointments. Help me to 
be truly hospitable and listen well to others, giving them space to share their story. You have 
been so good to me; help me to share that goodness with many people this Christmas season. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen.     


